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AUTHOR’S NOTE 

The Menomonee Falls Post Office always knows when my Billboard does not arrive on schedule.  If a fresh 
copy of Billboard is not on my desk on Monday morning, I hound the post office until it is.  It is my refresher and 
the proper way to start out the work week. 
 
Week in and week out, since 1957, chart watching has been a constant in my life.  I’ve known the charts longer 
than I’ve known many people.  While my residences, occupations and lifestyle have changed over the last 30+ 
years, one eye has always been on the charts. 
 
So, it was a thrill to introduce Billboard Hot 100 Charts-The Sixties.  Seeing those Hot 100s again, triggered the 
old excitement of opening up a new issue of Billboard years ago and finding out what was on the charts. 
 
I’ve chosen to prolong this fun by immediately following up with Billboard Hot 100 Charts-The Seventies.  
Where else will you find artists like Ann Peebles, Uriah Heep, Wednesday, The Band, Merle Haggard,  
Grand Funk, Marie Osmond, Drupi, Sly & The Family Stone and The Capenters listed on the same page?  This 
book proves that the seventies were much more diverse and dynamic than most people recall.  This was the 
decade that John, Paul, George and Ringo, along with Rod Stewart, Paul Simon, Eric Clapton, Linda Ronstadt 
and Diana Ross busted through as huge solo artists.  Chart stalwarts Elvis Presley, Neil Diamond, The Rolling 
Stones and Stevie Wonder continued their chart successes.  Elton John, Chicago, Billy Joel,  
The Eagles and Fleeetwood Mac tacked on “super” to their star status.  Dance music exploded with Donna 
Summer, The Bee Gees and disco.  Bruce Springsteen and Prince took their first dip on to a chart that was 
anything but boring. 
 
The Hot 100 of the seventies was the first to list the name of each song’s writer.  And, it continued the tradition 
of showing the producer’s name along with both the original and the distributing labels.  In addition, a complete 
A-Z index at the bottom of each chart listed the publisher and licensee for every charted title – useful data for 
music industry professionals in particular. 
 
Savor these charts once again and recapture the thrill of following the vinyl 45s up and down the Hot 100.  
And, remember a decade when the future of the single-play record was never in question. 
 
 
 JOEL WHITBURN 
 
 
 
 
I am grateful to Billboard magazine for allowing me to publish this book.  These charts are protected by 
Billboard.  Any reproduction, sale or public use of these charts is strictly prohibited.  This publication is 
intended solely for your personal enjoyment. 



 
 
 

THE 
HOT 100 
CHARTS 

1970-1979 
 
 
 
Color reproductions, in weekly chronological order, of every Billboard Hot 100 chart published from January 3, 
1970, through December 22, 1979. 
 
The charts were reproduced by taking scans of the original charts.  Most charts reproduced beautifully, but you 
will note some imperfections due to slight printing flaws on the actual Billboard charts.  Also, the charts varied 
in color from week to week, and some of the blue and yellow colors made the charts appear a bit fuzzy or 
darker than others. 
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